
 
 

January 30, 2019 
 

Hartsville-Trousdale County 
 

Water & Sewer Utility District 
 

Meeting of Board of Commissioners 
 

The meeting of the Hartsville-Trousdale County Water & Utility District Board of Commissioners was 
held on Wednesday Jan. 30, 2019 at 10:00am in the County Administration Building. 
 
All board members were present.  Others present were, Tommy McFarland, Ed Walker, Penny 
Sutherland, Chris Gregory, Lewis Beasley, Jason Ford, Brandon Swaffer and Mary Dale Welch. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Beeler.  
 
The minutes of the December meeting were approved.  
 
The financial reports for December were accepted on a motion made by Sissie Harper and seconded by 
Toby Woodmore. 
 
Ed Walker with Barge Design Solutions reported he is working with Vance Hamilton with USDA to use 
the final funding in the project. This is behind schedule due to the government shutdown. 
 
Tommy McFarland reported he is waiting on some more data to complete the water loss report for 
December. 
 
 Tommy ask that the board add the following wording in the Hartsville Trousdale Water & Sewer Rules 
and Regulations adopted on11/21/2018:    
Water and sewer taps installed by the Utility Department or accepted by the Utility Department when installed by a 
contractor run with the property served and cannot be transferred to any other property.  When an applicant or 
developer pays a tap fee for water service or sewer service to obtain service to property owned by the applicant or 
developer and no tap is installed to serve the property within a reasonable period of time, the Utility Department will 
refund the tap fee paid to the applicant or developer.  Taps and tap fees cannot be transferred by an applicant or 
developer to serve any other property owned by the applicant or developer or to any other person or entity for its 

use. 
 
At this point Mayor Chambers ask to read the ethics requirement of Trousdale County Officials that was passed by 
resolution 2007-04-130 concerning the disclosure of personal interest in voting matters which states:  An official or 
employee with the responsibility to vote on  a measure shall disclose during the meeting at which the vote takes 
place, before the vote and to be included in the minutes any personal interest that affects or would lead a reasonable 
person to infer that it affects the official’s or employee’s vote on the measure,  In, addition, the official or employee 
may, to the extent allowed by law, recuse himself or herself from voting on the measure. 

  
After discussion Mr. Ford felt that since this policy is going forward, he did not have a conflict of interest. 
A motion and a second was made to accept the wording. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 

Tommy presented to the Board a Letter addressed to Teryn McNeal of the State Comptrollers’ Office, 
challenging the auditors finding #5 stating that the water department funds should be processed thru 
the Trustee’s office. Sissie Harper made a motion to approve and Jerry Ford seconded the motion. The 
motion was passed. 
 
Tommy ask the board for clarification on the Development that Mr. Lewis Beasley is building.  Mr. 
Beasley stated that when Jerry Helm was manager, they had a verbal agreement that Mr. Beasley would 
pay tap fees of $2000.00 and pay a $1250.00 engineering fee.  When Tommy became manager, he was 
told there was no developers policy and he agreed to honor the agreement made by his predecessor. 
It has since come to light that there actually was a policy in place, the comptroller had a copy of it and 
sent to Tommy. After discussion a motion was made by Jerry Ford and seconded by Toby Woodmore to 
honor this agreement one time. In the future the terms in the Developers Policy will be meet.  Toby 
Woodmore, Craig Moreland, Sissie Harper, and Jerry Ford voted to pass the motion. Mayor Chambers 
voted no. 
 
Jerry Ford made a motion to change the price of sewer taps to $2500.0 for residential and $3500.00 for 
commercial with a limit of 12 on the commercial.  There was no second. The motion died. 
 
Tommy then presented the Board with the TDEC Sanitary Survey issues stating there is possible funding 
thru the State Revolving Fund Loan Program. Mayor Chambers added that there may also be some 
funding from the Industrial Government Board.  He will talk with PowerCom concerning this. 
 



Tommy reported to the Board that to find where the infiltration into the sewer system is coming from 
the department needs a camera that can go from manhole to manhole.  The board ask that he do more 
research on the type of camera that is needed and bring back to them next month. 
 
A discussion was held concerning the request from Smith County that we agree to accept leachate 
shipments from them.  After some debate, it was decided that more test data would need to be 
available before a decision can be made.  This will be revisited next month. 
 
The executive committee approved the purchase of a 2019 Silverado Double Cab 4X4 for $26504.85. 
Chairman Beeler ask for a motion from the Board to approve the purchase.  Toby Woodmore made the 
motion and Craig Moreland seconded.  The motion was passed. 
 
Tommy next ask the board approval for $13,800.00 for High Tide Scada Locational Data Collection 
Monitoring for inflow and infiltration of the sewer collection system.  Jerry Ford made a motion to 
purchase and Craig Moreland seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Jerry Ford ask that the board investigate paying off one of the USDA loans that is at 4.25% interest. 
 
Toby Woodmore made a motion to adjourn. 
 
 


